
 

Here are a few ways to make an antique high-pressure laminate Formica table top shiny again, 
but the best method will depend on the condition of the surface and the severity of the dullness. 
Here are a few options to consider:


For mild dullness:


• Clean the surface thoroughly: Start by removing any dust, dirt, or grime with a mild soap 
and water solution. Rinse well and dry completely with a soft microfiber cloth.


• Use a furniture polish: Apply a light coat of a good quality furniture polish designed for 
laminate surfaces. Buff with a soft cloth to a shine.


• Try a vinegar and water solution: Mix equal parts white vinegar and water in a spray 
bottle. Spray the solution onto a microfiber cloth and wipe the surface of the table. Rinse 
with clean water and dry completely.


For moderate dullness:


• Use a scratch remover: If the table has minor scratches, you can use a scratch remover 
designed for laminate surfaces. Follow the instructions on the product label carefully.


• Buff with a polishing compound: Apply a small amount of a polishing compound 
designed for laminate surfaces to a soft cloth. Buff the surface in a circular motion until it 
regains its shine. Be careful not to buff too hard, as this can damage the surface.


For severe dullness:


• Wet sanding: If the table is very dull or has deep scratches, you may need to wet sand it. 
This is a more advanced technique, so it is best to consult with a professional if you are 
not comfortable doing it yourself.


• Refinishing: In some cases, the best way to restore the shine to a Formica table top is to 
refinish it. This is a major project that should only be undertaken by someone with 
experience in refinishing furniture.


Here are some additional tips for restoring the shine to a Formica table top:


• Always test any cleaning product or polish on an inconspicuous area of the table first to 
make sure it does not damage the surface.


• Work in a well-ventilated area.

• Avoid using harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners, as these can damage the surface of the 

table.

• Do not use wax on a Formica table top, as it will leave a film and make the surface dull.


With a little care and effort, you should be able to restore the shine to your antique Formica table 
top and make it look like new again.


